
Nestled in the heart of Vail’s Ford Park with the majestic Gore 
Range as a backdrop, the Gerald R. Ford Amphitheater Vilar 
Pavilion has served as the focal point for the summer season 
of performing arts in the Vail Valley. Since opening its doors 
in 1987, the Ford Amphitheater has played host to a vast 
and diverse array of world-renowned talent including the 
Bolshoi Ballet, Bob Hope, Sheryl Crow, Willie Nelson, Bob 
Dylan, John Denver, James Brown, the Dallas Symphony 
Orchestra, B.B. King, the Dixie Chicks, and Crosby, Stills, & 
Nash. Annual series such as the Budweiser Hot Summer 
Nights free concert series, Bravo! Vail Valley Music Festival, 
and Vail International Dance Festival showcase not only the 
distinctive assortment of performing arts offerings, but the 
versatility of the facility as well. The Ford Amphitheater Vilar 
Pavilion is the perfect setting for weddings, corporate 
gatherings, or community meetings.

In 2001, the Ford Amphitheater underwent a $10-million 
reconstruction. The facility now boasts a completely 
redesigned pavilion roof, new and expanded bar and 
concessions buildings, new box office, expanded public 
restrooms, and new Green Room. 

Seating Capacity
• 1263 fixed seats including two wheelchair areas
• 1500 people on grassy hillside

Stage Dimensions
Width: 42 feet at downstage edge
Depth: 56 feet
• Stage is rain-protected with a wooden surface for superior 

acoustics & dance performances.

Performance Lighting
• 130 channel performance dimmers
• 70 SourceFour PAR lights
• 28 SourceFour ellipsoidal spotlights
• Lighting control board
• Full catwalk system

House Sound
• 2100 watt system for pavilion
• 3500 watt digitally-delayed system for lawn

Amenities
• Fully-furnished Green Room with showers
• Four private dressing rooms
• Stage office with computer, fax, and phone
• 20’ x 40’ carpeted rehearsal space in lower level
• Tractor-trailer accessible loading dock

Amenities and Services Included In Rental Rate
• Production manager to act as liaison
• Liquor control security personnel at gates

during performances
• Courtesy golf cart shuttles and drivers

during performances
• Fully staffed box office prior to performance
• Concessions operation with full bar service for

public performances
• Performance lighting system
• House sound system
• Four 4’ x 8’ x 1’ drum risers
• Man-lift for stage rigging
• Five-location Clear-Com system
• Use of Green Room, artist dressing rooms and showers
• Stage heating system 
• Use of permanent fixtures, equipment, and utilities
• Clean up of facility after event

Services Available At Additional Expense
• House staff (ushers, ticket takers, etc.)
• Security (other than liquor control)
• Backstage personnel
• Light board operator and technician
• Catering
• Merchandise sales
• Towels and linens
• Ticket printing
• Fireworks: contact Western Enterprise at 970/390-8432

Services Not Provided
• Sound or lights for major productions
• Electrician or sound technician
• Event marketing or promotion
• Ticket accounting and reconciliation (other than our box office)

Contact Information
Vail Valley Foundation

P.O. Box 309
Vail, CO 81658
970/949-1999

970/949-9265 FAX 
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